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The continuing impact of climate-change editorials D inbox

Chris Zielinski <ziggytheblue@gmail.com> 5:06PM (3hoursago) ¢

tobee: me v

Dear Editor,

Last year, your journal was one of our partners in the project to publish the editorial on “Time to treat the climate and nature crisis as one indivisible
global health emergency” in as many journals as possible. We consider the project as a complete success, since the editorial was published in 314 of the
most widely read and respected medical journals in the world, including yours. As an act of public speech by the medical profession, it was genuinely
unprecedented and it made an impact.

The purpose of the editorial was to encourage WHO to move to the forefront of the climate emergency. At the World Health Assembly last month,
climate change was recognized as “an escalating health threat in the 21st century” and adopted as one of six strategic priorities in WHO's new 14
General Programme of Work, which will guide the organization’s actions over the next four years (2025-28). The Assembly also adopted a resolution on
climate and health based on a text tabled by a number of g an ons (including the UK Health Alliance on
Climate Change). In adopting the resolution, WHO's Director General Dr Tedros noted that climate change is a major threat to global public health, and
stressed that “the climate crisis is a health crisis that is not a future threat, but with us now.”

UKHACC Chair, Richard Smith, in a recent blog (http: i bout-climate-change-think-audience-and-
messenger-2/), reflected on this collective effort to communicate about climate change> He writes that climate communications must break out of the
environmental box to one that emphasises health, security, economy, food, community and other wider issues:

“The facts that health professionals are trusted, health s a good topic for engaging people on climate change, and there is a large appetite for
change all present a great opportunity for health professionals. We need to make our voices more prominent in the debate over climate change.
But more work is needed on what the messages should be.”

With your continuing participation, we intend to carry on the discussion through editorials and other forms of communication aimed at developing
climate literacy in the medical sector.

Chris

Chris Zielinski

Senior Adviser, UK Health Alliance on Climate Change, and
President-elect, World Association of Medical Editors (WAME)

Publicati https: profile/Ch linski and

academia.edu/ChrisZielinski
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